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Linnsie Clark

MAYOR OF MEDICINE HAT

I's a true honour to commemorate the 28th edition of our
cherished Medicine Hat JazzFest. This festival stands as an
integral part of our community’s cultural identity, and it fills me
with pride to see it thrive year after year.

For 28 remarkable years, JazzFest has been a showcase
of extraordinary talent, drawing musicians from around the
world to our corner of Alberta. Their performances have not just
entertained but enlightened us, offering a glimpse into the vast
universe of jazz music. Our festival has emerged as a cultural
landmark, attracting both locals and visitors from across the
country eager to immerse themselves in the rich tapestry of
jazz culture. Through this event, we have explored the depths of
jazz, from its roots to its contemporary interpretations, making
every edition a unique experience.

JazzFest is more than music, it has woven the fabric of our
community tighter. It has been a place of convergence for
diverse groups, uniting us through our shared passion for music
and the arts. The festival has opened doors for meaningful
connections and collective experiences in the universal
language of the arts. It's a testament to how music can bridge
gaps, drawing everyone into an inclusive celebration that
highlights the best of our communal spirit and artistic prowess.

As we mark the 28th year of JazzFest, let’s take a moment
to reflect on what this festival symbolizes: our community’s
boundless creativity, resilience, and unwavering commitment
to fostering the arts. Our heartfelt thanks go out to everyone
who has played a part in shaping this event into what it is
today—from the diligent organizers and selfless volunteers
to the dynamic performers and generous sponsors who have
been with us through this nearly three-decade journey.

| extend my deepest gratitude to all who have supported
JazzFest over the years. | warmly invite you to join us once
more in this celebration of jazz and community. Let’s continue
to gather, share, and revel in the transformative power of music.

Here’s to the 28th year of enriching our community through
JazzFest—may we look forward to many more celebrations
of art, unity, and jazz.

from the 4+

THE HONOURABLE

Pascale St-Onge

MINISTER OF CANADIAN HERITAGE
AND MULTICULTURALISM

Welcome to the 2024 Medicine Hat JazzFest!

This year marks the 28th JazzFest, and its impact continues
to be felt in the local music scene. It gives local and emerging
musicians a stage to share their talent while bringing together
many diverse performers from a variety of cultural backgrounds.
Our government knows that gatherings like this showcase the
best of our culture and encourage openness and inclusion. We
are proud to continue supporting it.

Creativity will be in full swing in the city as the best musicians
from across Canada and the world bring their unique sounds to
local venues. Jazz, by its nature, is music without limits. There
is something for everyone this week.

As Minister of Canadian Heritage, I'd like to thank everyone
involved in bringing this year’s Medicine Hat JazzFest to life.

Enjoy the music!



JazzFeSt Committee/Staff

Tickets and PassesS are available
at all Tixx Qutlets

The Esplanade Tixx Box Office
401 First St. S.E.

Tixx Hotline 403-502-8777
www.tixx.ca

ALL ADVERTISED TICKET PRICES INCLUDE
ESPLANADE SERVICE CHARGES AND GST

Pass also available directly from JazzFest by emailing
office @ medicinehatjazzfest.com. Payable by e-transfer,
cheque or cash. Can be picked up or delivered within
Medicine Hat.

Pass includes

Every JazzFest 2024 show including every club in the clubs
and pubs section, with no charge.

Pass restrictions
Passholders must arrive at least 15 minutes prior to the start
of any JazzFest ticketed show to guarantee a seat.

Refund Policy

As part of our ongoing effort to make the JazzFest experience
comfortable for everyone, we are continuing to offer a full refund
on tickets up to 24 hours prior to the start time of each given
performance. Tuesday tickets can be refunded up until 5:00 PM
on Tuesday, June 25. You can receive a full refund on passes
up until 5:00 PM on Tuesday, June 25.

EXECUTIVE/ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

OFFICE MANAGER

LOGISTICS COORDINATOR

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

ESPLANADE VENUE COORDINATOR

SUPERT AVIATION HANGAR 7 VENUE COORDINATOR
PRODUCTION MANAGER

GRAPHIC DESIGN

WEBSITE MANAGEMENT

Lyle Rebbeck

Kate Olechowski

Amy Hoey

Grainne Concagh

Helen Snortland

Carla Weinheimer

Alexis Norio

Middlename Creative Agency
Ty Bohnet

Youth Price

We have a special offer this year. Anyone 25 years bld
and younger can get into any JazzFest ticketed show
for $20.

Youth tickets are available at the Esplanade box office
and at the door for any shows with seats still available.



EXECUTIVE/ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

It is with many mixed feelings that | write this welcome
message for the 2024 Medicine Hat JazzFest. This will be my
last JazzFest as Executive/Artistic Director. The decision to
step away from something that has meant so much, and been
such a wonderful and rewarding experience is not an easy
one, but to everything there is a season, and it is time.

What a run! It has been an enormous honour and privilege to
bring this festival to our community and corner of the province.
I can think of few things that could have been more rewarding
and gratifying. Over these years | have worked with so many
board and committee members, office managers and
volunteers and your energy and time and positive enthusiasm
has been such a part of the fabric of this festival. Sponsors
and donors, in an exemplary way, have formed the backbone
of the financial feasibility of bringing a festival of this size and
quality to our city and all three levels of government have
shown that they recognize the power and value of the arts
through their grant support.

Together, we have created an experience in our community
that has become an integral part of the yearly cycle of activity,
woven itself into the fabric of our identity, and helped to lift life
above the hardships and challenges and divisions we face,
and remind us what is important in life.

And now, together, we look forward and with anticipation to
the next phase in the life of this great festival.

And what an incredibly exciting festival we have this year,
featuring musicians from Medicine Hat to Italy, from the
Netherlands to the USA. The next generation of future world
stars alongside seasoned artists with decades of experience.
New names as well as familiar faces.

We are excited to be continuing our free afternoon series on
the front lawn of the Esplanade, Tuesday through Saturday.
We've added another band to the popular dance party at the
Medicine Hat Airport, making this even more of a party! And
on top of all that, we've lowered the price of the pass and
added a youth price for each JazzFest concert, to make this
great experience affordable to as many as possible!

Thank you everyone for your love and support of this festival.
For sharing the vision, embracing the music and allowing me
the great honour of guiding the ship.

bh & W™

Co

View the complete details or
join our newsletter at our website:
www.medicinehatjazzfest.com

yeaR'S

AZZ FesST

We're continuing to use the terrace of the Esplanade
as our home venue, creating an intimate space outside
with a spectacular view of the river valley.

We're going to continue to offer full refunds on tickets
up to 24 hours prior to any given show. Tuesday tickets
can be refunded up until 5:00 PM on Tuesday, June 25.

We're also going to continue to offer full refunds on
passes up until 5:00 PM on Tuesday, June 25.

We're offering a special price for anyone 25 years old
and younger! You can get into any JazzFest ticketed
show for just $20! Spread the word!

We are keeping our workshops and jam sessions on
the front lawn of the Esplanade. These run Tuesday
through Saturday of the festival at 2:00 PM and are
FREE of charge! It's a great opportunity to sit on the
grass and listen to some terrific music in the heart of
our beautiful downtown.

neCft
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Preview JazzFest artists on our Spotify playlist:
% Medicine Hat JazzFest 2024

(©) @medhatjazz
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P71 PerRy QuI nlet
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7:00 PM
$37.75

Sunday, June 30
Esplanade Terrace
(Lobby as back-up)

Tickets available at the
Esplanade and tixx.ca

PJ Perry has a long history with the Medicine Hat JazzFest, as
does Calgary trumpet legend, Al Muirhead, and it is an honour
to have these musicians closing JazzFest for us this year.

PJ has shared the stage with countless jazz greats such as
Dizzy Gillespie, Woody Shaw, Michel Legrand, Pepper
Adams, Kenny Wheeler, Tom Harrell, Rob McConnell, Slide
Hampton, Herb Spanier, Bobby Shew, Fraser MacPherson,
Tommy Banks, Joe LaBarbera, Clarence “Big” Miller, Red
Rodney and many more talented artists, too numerous to list
here. Recently, he was a featured soloist on the hit 2010
Broadway production of Come Fly Away, highlighting the
songs of Frank Sinatra and the choreography of Twyla Tharpe.

In 2007, PJ was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Laws
from the University of Alberta. In autumn of 1999, Justin Time
Records released a JUNO-nominated recording of PJ and the
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra. PJ Perry has become
recognized by critics, colleagues and listeners as being one
of North America’s premier saxophonists.

Winner of a 1993 JUNO Award for Best Jazz Recording for his
album My Ideal, PJ has received Jazz Report magazine’s
Critic’s Choice Award for Best Alto Sax for a record-breaking
seven years; from 1993 to 1999.

In 2016, PJ Perry was awarded the Order of Canada by His
Excellency the Right Honourable David Johnston, Governor
General of Canada.

Trumpeter Al Muirhead has long been an iconic figure on the
Canadian jazz scene. Muirhead has worked with legends
such as Diana Krall, Paul Anka, Rosemary Clooney, Frank
Mills and Dizzy Gillespie. In recent years, Al has been
honoured with the American Federation of Musician’s Citation
Award and the Western Canadian Music Alliance’s Heritage
Award for his mentorship and industry-building. He’s also
earned the Saskatchewan Jazz Festival’s Special Recognition
Award, a YYC Music Award, a 2016 JUNO nomination, and
has charted #1 in Canada and in the top 20 in the US.

Joining PJ and Al are Jim Head on guitar, Paul Johnston on
bass and Jonathan McCaslin on drums.
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Anthony Fung is a Canadian-born drummer, composer,
producer, and bandleader currently based in Los Angeles,
CA. He has established himself as an accomplished musician,
earning multiple degrees and performing at renowned
festivals and venues worldwide.

Anthony is an alumnus of the prestigious Thelonious Monk
Institute of Jazz Performance where he earned a Master of
Music degree while studying and performing with Herbie
Hancock, Wayne Shorter, Chris Potter, Billy Childs, and many
others. Previously, Anthony also earned both his Bachelor of
Music and Master of Music degrees from the Berklee College
of Music and the Berklee Global Jazz Institute under the
tutelage of Danilo Pérez.

Having performed at festivals and other venues worldwide,
Anthony has appeared at International Jazz Day (St.
Petersburg, Russia and Havana, Cuba), Panama Jazz
Festival, Panama Percussion Festival, Sitka Jazz Festival,
Monterey Jazz Festival, Toronto Jazz Festival, and the
Montréal Jazz Festival. He has performed alongside Danilo Pérez,
Wayne Shorter, Herbie Hancock, John Patitucci, Joe Lovano,
Miguel Zenén, Esperanza Spalding, Dave Douglas, Jerry
Bergonzi, Rubén Blades, and Ingrid Jensen, among others.

As a bandleader, Anthony released his debut album,
Chronicles (2014) with the Anthony Fung Quintet. He released
his second album, Flashpoint in (2018) which received a
“Best Albums of 2019 & 2020” 4-star review in Downbeat
Magazine and a feature on WBGO’s “New Music by Five
Composers Behind the Drums.” What Does it Mean to be
Free? in May 2022 and most recently FO(U)RTH which is set S
to release on September 29th featuring master saxophonist

Mark Turner. 2

DOUBLE BILL WITH

Aside from performing, he is an accomplished composer and

producer. Fung’s composition work can be heard on the : Eliana Cuevas

feature documentary “The Last Tourist” on Apple TV, Season
3 of Craig Robinson’s Hulu special “Your Attention Please” as a“DJeRemy L@DbE‘tt@R
well as a commissioned work for the Los Angeles Jazz 5 -
Society in 2020 entitled The Chinese Immigration Suite.

Tuesday, June 25 7:00 PM
Esplanade Terrace $46.25
(Lobby as back-up)

Currently, Anthony is a faculty member at the Los Angeles
County High School for the Arts, where he shares his knowledge
and passion for music with the next generation of musicians.

!

Tickets available at the Esplanade and tixx.ca

Joining Anthony will be Dayna Stephens on saxophone,
Luca Alemanno on bass and Michael Ragonese on piano. SR




Eliana CueVas
~JeReMY [EDbEtteR

= e
o=
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7:00 PM |
$46.25

Tuesday, June 25
Esplanade Terrace

Eliana Cuevas and Jeremy Ledbetter
are well-known for composing and
performing as bandleaders of their own
Latin Jazz projects and as side
musicians for some of the best musical
acts in Canada. A married couple with
two children together, their joint work
includes Eliana’s last three albums which
earned them two Independent Music
Awards for Best World Music Album
and Best World Music Producer in New
York, plus a Canadian Folk Music Award
for Best World Music Album.

Eliana and Jeremy have been performing
together in various configurations for
over 15 years. Now they have created a
new duo project that unveils their
musical chemistry in a more intimate
way. They feature a unique and soulful
take on Latin American music with a
focus on Venezuelan folkloric repertoire.
Their music is jazz-infused, acoustic,
and showcases original compositions plus
some of the most beloved, traditional
Venezuelan songs. Their performances
are playful, adventurous, spontaneous,
and very moving, allowing their
audiences to experience a wide range
of emotions. On stage they open a
window into their lives, creating a
display of their experiences together
through music, taking advantage of
their personal connection to make their
songs come to life.

I

(Lobby as back-up)

Tickets available at the
Esplanade and tixx.ca
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Recognized by Radio Canada’s Ici
Musique as one of the top 5 female jazz
musicians to watch out for, Toronto-
based French/American Jazz singer
Laura Anglade is making a name for
herself in the jazz world. Laura’s singing
is reminiscent of many of the great
vocal stylists of the 20th century
including Anita O’Day, Shirley Horn,
and Blossom Dearie, but her voice is
uniquely her own. She digs emotionally
and eloquently into a standard, her
story-telling abilities portray a soul
beyond her years.

Her debut release, I've Got Just About
Everything saw the vocalist and
composer, along with her quintet,
fearlessly plunging headlong into a
wide range of material, drawn from both
the Broadway stage as well as the
Great American Songbook. On her
sophomore recording, Venez Donc

Chez Moi, Laura teamed up with
Montréal guitarist Sam Kirmayer (and
New York based accordionist Benjamin
Rosenblum on two tracks). It's an
homage of sorts and a nod to Laura’s
beloved France. It features jazz versions
of French classics made famous by
Maurice Chevalier, Boris Vian, Edith
Piaf, and Jacques Brel to name a
few. Laura leads an active international
touring schedule and has performed at
venues including Town Hall (New York
City), the Ace Theatre Hotel (Los
Angeles), I'Olympia (Paris), Royal
Festival Hall (London), and the main
stage at the Festival International de
Jazz de Montréal among others. She
opened for Gregory Porter at the
Victoria Jazz Festival (summer 2022),
and Melody Gardot (fall 2022), joining
her across the east and west coasts of
the US and Europe.

Laura’s brand-new release entitled, Get
Out of Town, will start releasing singles
in the Summer and Fall of 2024.

Joining Laura will be John Chapman
on bass, Valérie Lacombe on drums
and Sam Kirmayer on guitar.

e
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Wednesday, June 26 7:00 PM
Esplanade Terrace $46.25
(Lobby as back-up)

Tickets available at the
Esplanade and tixx.ca

WorkShop

Wednesday, June 26 2:00 PM
Esplanade Front Lawn FREE
(Bring a blanket or lawn chair.

We will have some chairs on hand.)
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Wednesday, June 26 7:00 PM
Esplanade Terrace $46.25
(Lobby as back-up)

Tickets available at the
Esplanade and tixx.ca

2Audrty OCHOA qrtet

Classically trained but with a voracious appetite for honing her craft in any genre,
Audrey Ochoa has shared stages with the Dave Matthews Band, Hilario Duran, PJ
Perry, and Tommy Banks; and with international greats Lew Tabackin, Marcus Miller
and Chris Potter. A rising star in her own right and a fixture of the Canadian music
scene, she is decidedly captivating and original, and her compositional skill and
talent on her instrument are spectacular.

Her debut album, Trombone and Other Delights (2013), spent three consecutive
weeks as the number-one Jazz album on the Canadian charts. Ochoa’s sophomore
release, Afterthought (2017), found its way to a #1 position on the Canadian jazz
charts and broke top 20 in the US. She is a decorated award nominee, having
earned recognition at the Western Canadian Music Awards, the Global Music
Awards, and a recent recipient of the Edmonton Music Prize, noting an outstanding
musical contribution to the local arts scene.

Her next release, Frankenhorn (2020), is an ambitious project that introduced
strings into her previous configuration of trombone, piano, bass and drums, a mix
of chamber music with contemporary and Latin jazz. Focused on unique
arrangements, the album features electronic remixes alongside this harmonious
combination of genres and ideals. It caught the attention of jazz media, with the
album peaking at #2 on the Canadian national jazz radio chart, and reaching #23
on the JazzWeek Top 50 chart in the U.S. She also received airplay on UK’s JazzFM
London, and had features in Neon Jazz, Sounds Visual, Voice of America (nationally
syndicated). The album received reviews in Rhythm of Study, The WholeNote
Magazine, Take Effect, the Edmonton Journal, and many other jazz publications.
This release also led to Audrey’s selection as the 2020 Jazz Artist of the Year at the
Western Canadian Music Awards.

Exhilarating and exuberant, Audrey Ochoa exemplifies an artist who has dedicated
herself to expertise while remaining relevant and light-hearted.

Joining Audrey will be Jim Head on guitar, Esteban Herrera on piano, Dan
Churchill on bass and Jon May on drums.
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Born in ltaly and now based in New York City, 30-year-old
guitarist Pasquale Grasso has developed an astounding
technique and concept informed not by jazz guitarists so
much as by bebop pioneers like Bud Powell, Charlie Parker
and Dizzy Gillespie and the classical-guitar tradition. Hailed
by guitar legend Pat Metheny as, “The best guitar player I've
heard in maybe my entire life,” Grasso is catching the attention
of the jazz world in an astounding way.

Grasso’s playing might be thought to evoke the likes of
guitarist Joe Pass, but on deeper listening, his virtuosic
playing is equally akin to piano titan Art Tatum, so astounding
are his technique and rhythm.

Grasso was born and raised in Ariano Irpino in ltaly’s
Campania region. Along with his older brother Luigi, a gifted
alto saxophonist, they grew up hearing their parent’s jazz and
classical recordings, and being taken to events like Umbria
Jazz, rather than watching TV at night.

Pasquale has already won several awards and spends his
time now teaching and gigging around New York, including
frequent solo performances at the popular Greenwich Village
haunt, Mezzrow.

It is an honour to have Pasquale at JazzFest this year.

Joining Pasquale will be Paul Johnston on bass and
Jonathan McCaslin on drums.

DOUBLE BILL WITH

AvatAaR

7:00 PM
$46.25

Thursday, June 27
Esplanade Terrace
(Lobby as back-up)

Tickets available at the Esplanade and tixx.ca
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Avataar is a world-jazz group led by
saxophonist/flutist/vocalist Sundar
Viswanathan. Earmarked by JAZZFM91
as one of the ‘Best 25 Albums of 2021,
the band’s sophomore album Worldview
won the 2022 JUNO Award for Best
Jazz Album (Group). The music is
inspired by the deep musical traditions
of India, Africa and Brazil, rooted within
the framework of modern jazz. In an
innovative marriage of ancient and
modern, driving grooves intersect with
cinematic atmospheres and soaring
melodies, creating a fresh, emotive
sonic experience. Band members share
an eclectic range of musical expertise -
hardbop, pop, rock, electronica, free
improvisation, world and R&B/Soul filter
into the interpretations of the tunes.

Both Worldview and Petal (Avataar’s
debut CD (2016)) received critical acclaim
internationally from publications including
DOWNBEAT, JAZZIZ, allaboutjazz,
Jazz Weekly, and worldmusiccentral.com.

The band’s original compositions are
informed by artists including Shakti,
Jarrett, Oregon, Jan Garbarek, AC
Jobim, Robert Glasper, Snarky Puppy,
Kenny Garrett and Ornette Coleman,
and at their core are imbued with an
intent toward political and social change
and a spiritual focus that transcends
the sound.

Other members of Avataar are, Laura
Swankey on vocals, Michael
Occhipinti on guitar, Rich Brown on
bass, Max Senitt on drums and Ravi
Naimpally on tabla.

WorkShop

Thursday, June 27
Esplanade Front Lawn

2:00 PM
FREE

(Bring a blanket or lawn chair.
We will have some chairs on hand.)

e
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Thursday, June 27
Esplanade Terrace
(Lobby as back-up)

Tickets available at the
Esplanade and tixx.ca

GrasSso

7:00 PM ’
$46.25
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o Sara Neufeld with Esplanade Front Lawn 2:00 Pm FREE
b3 Ray of Sun Drum Circles:
& Workshop
2
The Anthony Fung Quartet + Esplanade Terrace 7:00 Pm $46.25
Eliana Cuevas & Jeremy
Ledbetter
i R =
Z Laura Anglade: Esplanade Front Lawn ~ 2:00 PM FREE
g Workshop
[=]
E Laura Anglade + Esplanade Terrace 7:00 Pm $46.25
The Audrey Ochoa Quintet
__ R _
5> Avataar: Esplanade Front Lawn  2:00 PM FREE
;é, Workshop
o
2
= Pasquale Grasso + Esplanade Terrace 7:00 Pm $46.25
Avataar
i i —
André Wickenheiser Quintet: Esplanade Front Lawn 2:00 Pm FREE
5 Workshop
3
g Kjetil Mulelid Trio + Esplanade Terrace 7:00 Pm $46.25
André Wickenheiser Quintet
———— e — -
5 Jazz Jam Esplanade Front Lawn 2:00 Pm FREE
<
=]
5 The Hip Katz + Hangar 7 Airport 5:00 PM $46.25
b7 Sabor a Cuba Latin Band
Mary Ancheta Esplanade Terrace 9:00 PM $32.25
i — — R -
PJ Perry Quintet Esplanade Terrace 7:00 Pm $37.75
: 3
a
4
2
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Jazz Club

Intimate . . . intense . . .

improvised . . . jazz cats digging in . . .
Tuesday, June 25 7:00 PM
Esplanade Terrace

The Anthony Fung Quartet +

Eliana Cuevas & Jeremy Ledbetter
Wednesday, June 26 7:00 PM
Esplanade Terrace

Laura Anglade +

The Audrey Ochoa Quintet
Thursday, June 27 7:00 PM
Esplanade Terrace

Pasquale Grasso +

Avataar

Friday, June 28

Esplanade Terrace

Kjetil Mulelid Trio +

André Wickenheiser Quintet

7:00 PM

Saturday, June 29 9:00 PM
Esplanade Terrace
Mary Ancheta
Sunday, June 30 7:00 PM
Esplanade Terrace

PJ Perry Quintet

Dance Party

Saturday, June 29 5:00 PM
Hangar 7 Airport

The Hip Katz +

Sabor a Cuba Latin Band

*<

Family Events

Tuesday, June 25
Esplanade Front Lawn
Sara Neufeld with

Ray of Sun Drum Circles:
Workshop

2:00 PM

Saturday, June 29 2:00 PM
Esplanade Front Lawn

Jazz Jam

Free Events

Tuesday, June 25
Esplanade Front Lawn
Sara Neufeld with

Ray of Sun Drum Circles:
Workshop

2:00 PM

Wednesday, June 26 2:00 PM
Esplanade Front Lawn
Laura Anglade:
Workshop

Thursday, June 27 2:00 PM
Esplanade Front Lawn

Avataar:

Workshop

Friday, June 28

Esplanade Front Lawn
André Wickenheiser Quintet:
Workshop

2:00 PM

Saturday, June 29 2:00 PM
Esplanade Front Lawn

Jazz Jam

Saturday, June 29 2:00 PM
Medicine Hat Public Library Theatre
Miles Ahead - Movie

WorkShopS/Jams

Tuesday, June 25 2:00 PM
Esplanade Front Lawn
Sara Neufeld with

Ray of Sun Drum Circles:
Workshop

Wednesday, June 26 2:00 PM
Esplanade Front Lawn
Laura Anglade:
Workshop

Thursday, June 27 2:00 PM
Esplanade Front Lawn
Avataar:

Workshop

Friday, June 28 2:00 PM
Esplanade Front Lawn
André Wickenheiser Quintet:
Workshop

Saturday, June 29 2:00 PM
Esplanade Front Lawn

Jazz Jam



MooSe and Squirrel Bistro

Friday, June 28
7:00 PM
Logan Straub

Saturday, June 29
7:00 PM
Christie Kurpjuweit

TravoisS

Wednesday, June 26
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Jake Lennox

D'Carlo Pasta HousSe

Wednesday, June 26
5:00 PM
Jake Lennox

Thursday, June 27
5:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Jake Lennox

Earls Kitchen & Bar

Tuesday, June 25

6:00 PM

The Dyrty Byrd Organ Trio featuring
Rooster Davis and Dave Babcock

Wednesday, June 26

6:00 PM

The Dyrty Byrd Organ Trio featuring
Rooster Davis and Dave Babcock

Giant Chess Set
by the Public Library

Wednesday June 26
12:00PM — 1:15PM

“Dr. Bill” & The Stray Horns
& Guests

Medicine Hat
Public Library
Saturday, June 29

2:00 PM
Miles Ahead - Movie

Sammy'S Kitchen and Bar

Tuesday, June 25
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Rob Hudec

Poolhouse Cafe &
Roastery

Wednesday, June 26
1:00 PM
Jack Humeny

The Club HousSe
at Paradise Valley

Friday, June 28
5:00 PM - 7:30 PM
JBC Jazz Trio

JazzFest is pleased to support the
following clubs and pubs as they
independently present live music
through JazzFest week, by offering this
free listing of their live music events.

Support live music throughout the year!

Local

Wednesday, June 26
7:00 PM
Troy and Mallory

Thursday, June 27
7:00 PM
Christie Kurpjuweit

Friday, June 28
8:00 PM
Vanity Trip

Saturday, June 29
8:00 PM
Ten02

MT Nest Cafe & Market

Thursday, June 27
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
Pablo Gonzulez

Friday, June 28
6:00 PM —9:00 PM
Rob Hudec

Saturday, June 29
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Christian Ferguson

Rustic Kitchen & Bar

Thursday, June 27

5:30 PM - 8:30 PM

SHIG BITS

Featuring Peter Mueller & Mike Mueller

Friday, June 28
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Christie Kurpjuweit



Keyboardist Mary Ancheta is a Canadian/Filipina artist who
steps into the spotlight with her genre-bending organic, modern
take on jazz and electro-funk. Inspired by the likes of
Squarepusher, The Meters, John Scofield, and Prince, Ancheta
knows what's up when it comes to arresting melodies and
irresistible grooves with Shaquille Headley on drums, Dominic
Conway on sax and JeanSe Le Doujet on bass. Encompassing
her experience in film scoring Ancheta seeks to tap into raw
fuelled moments favouring grittiness over perfection.
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9:00 PM
$32.25

Saturday, June 29
Esplanade Terrace
(Lobby as back-up)

Tickets available at the
Esplanade and tixx.ca

Last summer they opened for BADBADNOTGOOD and
played the MainStage on Jazz Festivals from coast to coast.
From Vancouver to Toronto, to the renowned Montréal Jazz
Festival, and from Ottawa to Halifax. The Mary Ancheta
Quartet have also played on bills alongside Herbie Hancock,
Louis Cole Big Band, Ghost Note, George Benson, Domi &
JD Beck, and more.
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PLEASE JOIN US IN THANKING
THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS

"BRoNzE"
($200-$%99)

The Parks Family
MacDesign Screenworks
River Dental
Al’'s Audio

20/20 Vision Care
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Friday, June 28
Esplanade Terrace

7:00 PM
$46.25

(Lobby as back-up)

Tickets available at the Esplanade and tixx.ca
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Since its debut in 2017, the Kjetil Mulelid
Trio has distinguished itself as one of
Norway’s leading piano trios while
playing the world’s nooks and crannies,
and with two acclaimed follow-up
albums in 2019 and 2022. The albums
have made a strong impression and
have been praised by media from
around the world. Jazz Journal gave
their last two albums 5/5 and stated,
“the most captivating music we’'ve heard
in a long time” The Wire thought the
music was “magical; Jazzwise thought
it was “impressive.” Their third album
Who Do You Love the Most?, has
become a small hit on Spotify, and
received tons of great reviews, like
International Piano Magazine naming it
“a beautiful and refreshing release’

Indeed, this piano trio consists of some
of Norway’s most exciting young jazz
musicians, whose members are heavily

involved in projects such as Norwegian
Spellemann winners Morgonrode and
nominee Wako among other projects
from the creative milieu in Norway. In
the trio though, the focus is pared back
to the classic acoustic piano trio

featuring, predominantly, Kjetil
Mulelid’s  beguiling  compositions
expertly balancing energetic,

rhythmically complex and harmonically
rich music with beautiful evocative
melodies. While the trio incorporates
that sense of calm, unhurried yet
constantly unfolding sound world which
is distinctively Scandinavian, Mulelid,
in concert with bassist Rune Nergaard
and drummer Andreas Winther,
effortlessly conjure additional layers,
tones and textures, based upon group
improvisations, and informed, in large
part, by each other’s diverse musical
experiences.



André Wickenheiser is back with new material and a new band!

André’s sound is all his own. Whether it’s the sound of his trumpet
or his compositional style, it is immediately recognizable.

This Calgary based trumpeter began his musical studies at
Mount Royal University where he completed an Artist Diploma
in jazz performance. From there, he went on to finish both a
bachelor’s degree, and a Masters Degree in jazz performance
at McGill University in Montréal.

André is quickly making a name for himself as one of the top
jazz trumpet players in Calgary and Alberta. He is an
enthusiastic educator on the music faculty as a trumpet
instructor at the University of Calgary, Ambrose University,
and the Mount Royal Conservatory. You can find André
performing with groups including the Canadian National Jazz
Orchestra, Decidedly Jazz Danceworks, Esteban Hererra
quintet/septet, and Volk.

Joining André are Sanah Kadoura on drums, Jon Day on
piano, Daniel Nava on bass and Aaron Schorr on guitar.

DOUBLE BILL WITH

Kjetil Mulel!D

Friday, June 28 7:00 PM
Esplanade Terrace $46.25
(Lobby as back-up)

Tickets available at the Esplanade and tixx.ca
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WorkShop

Friday, June 28 2:00 PM
Esplanade Front Lawn FREE
(Bring a blanket or lawn chair.

We will have some chairs on hand.)




Sabor a CubA
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Sabor a Cuba Latin Band was founded in Calgary in 2012.

With a repertoire mostly based in Cuban Traditional Music,
the band mixes this Cuban flavour with other styles such as
Latin Jazz and Latin Folk Music. Most of the songs are in
Spanish, but the band also performs some English songs
adapted to Latin rhythms.

Previous performances include, Fiestaval, Expolatino, as well
as many other public and private events inside and around
Calgary.

The band is made up of leader Jorge Nufiez on guitar and
lead vocals, Yoanna Mesa on vocals, Raul Gomez Tabera
and William Henriquez on percussions, Mario Ochoa on
bass and Stephen Williams on saxophone and flute.

Saturday, June 29 5:00 PM
Super T Aviation $46.25
Hanger 7, Medicine Hat Airport

Tickets available at the
Esplanade and tixx.ca
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Tickets available at door if not sold out.
Food trucks will be on-site.
Bring your lawn chair!

(Note: there is no ATM available at this
venue. Cash only at the door.)
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Saturday, June 29 5:00 PM !
Super T Aviation $46.25
Hanger 7, Medicine Hat Airport

Tickets available atthe
Esplanade and tixx.ca
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Tickets available at door if not sold out.
Food trucks will be on-site.
Bring your lawn chair!

(Note: there is no ATM available at this
venue. Cash only at the door.)

Formed in 2006, the Hip Katz is an exciting show band with
music that spans over half a century. Their catalogue features
top hits from the fifties to the present, with an emphasis on
horn-oriented arrangements. The group features a full rhythm
section, horn section and powerhouse male and female
vocals that are guaranteed to pack the dance floor.

The Hip Katz are, “Kool” Ray Martens on keys, James
Evangelos on drums, Peter Mueller on guitar, Al Bader on
bass, Teague Bates on trombone, Will Nickel on trumpet,
Erika Bodnaruk on sax and vocals, and Mark Ward on
trumpet and vocals.



The Medicine Hat Jazz Society began on March 19, 1991,
formed by a small group of people excited about the prospect
of bringing fine quality jazz to Medicine Hat. The first concert
the society presented featured the Tommy Banks Quintet in
the Ortona room of the Medicine Hat Legion. Over 200 people
attended this inaugural concert. For the next 6 years a series
was presented that featured such performers as Oliver Jones,
Lew Tabackin, PJ Perry, Gene Bertoncini, Big Miller, Brian
Lynch, Yomo Toro, and Los Mufequitos de Matanzas.

The first JazzFest was presented in 1997 Jazz Society
president Roy Link took the lead in organizing these first two
festivals. Some highlights of these early years include Bernie
Senensky, The Colorifics, The Craft, Michael Kaeshammer,
Juke Joint, Coco Montoya, Combo Latino and Jack Semple.

Present Executive/Artistic Director Lyle Rebbeck began
festival production in the fall of 1998 and has continued in this
position ever since.

The early home of the JazzFest was the Black Box Theatre in
the Cultural Centre along with the Medicine Hat College
Theatre, Earls and the Loft, later to become The Ottoman
Empire. Some of these early performers included Paulo
Ramos, Rita di Ghent, Brian Hughes, Powder Blues, Sharon
Riley, Nancy King and Steve Christofferson, PJ Perry and
Jessica Williams.

Other venues used by JazzFest over the years include, The
Strathcona Centre, The Westlander Hotel, Blues at the Bow,
The Moose Lodge, The Steam n’ Bean Coffee House, The
Palm Pub, Hillcrest Church, The Methanex Bowl, The Alamo,
The Vineyard (later to become Local), City Hall Chambers,

Medalta Potteries, Tim Hortons Downtown, Kin Coulee Park,
Riverside Park, Echodale Park, and of course, the Super T
Aviation Hangar at the Medicine Hat Airport and the top of the
Bus Terminal Parkade.

In 2007, JazzFest moved into the Esplanade and has
continued to use this venue as the main centre for the festival
ever since.

Over the years, other artists presented at JazzFest include,
Lee Konitz, Arturo Sandoval, The Neville Brothers, Downchild
Blues Band, Kurt Rosenwinkel, Oliver Jones, Cedar Walton,
Ignacio Berroa, Carol Welsman, Paquito D’'Rivera, Bobby
Hutcherson, Monty Alexander, Kenny Werner, Joey
DeFrancesco, Patricia Barber and Guido Basso to name a
few.

JazzFest has also taken great pride in presenting up-and-
coming artists, many who have gone on to notoriety. This list
includes the likes of Michael Kaeshammer, Laila Biali, Sophie
Milman, Caity Gyorgy, Jocelyn Gould and so many more.

The festival began as a 5-day event and grew to a full 8 days
in 2014, running Sunday to Sunday. This schedule remained
for the next 5 years, when the current 6-day format, running
Tuesday through Sunday was introduced.

The 2020 festival had to be cancelled because of the
COVID shutdown, and the 2021 festival was presented
entirely online using Zoom and including music recorded
for the occasion, with the artists present for interaction with
the online audience.



Attendance for most of the span of JazzFest history has
averaged between 6,000 and 7000 people, a figure
representing about 10% of the city’s population. Attendees
have come regularly from across Alberta, Saskatchewan and
Montana.

The playful, pastel instruments were introduced to the brand
in 2011 by designer René Waters and have remained a part of
the very strong JazzFest brand ever since.

In 2010 and 2015 JazzFest was the winner of the Medicine
Hat Chamber of Commerce Tourism Award of Distinction and
in 2016 won the Alberta Chamber of Commerce Business
Award in Arts and Culture.

Hundreds of people have served as board members,
committee members, office managers and volunteers and
without this support, JazzFest would not be here today.

Local individuals and companies have supported JazzFest as
sponsors and donors, providing the financial foundation for
this festival to grow and bring national and international artists
to our city. Grant support has come from civic, provincial and
national levels of government.

JazzFest began as a community supported and run festival
and has grown to become a nationally and internationally
recognized festival, with a reputation for being professionally
run, attentive to the needs of the artists, with audiences that
appreciate the music and are open and supportive of whatever
the artists bring to the stage.

We can all take pride in this festival. The little festival in a
smaller western Canadian city, that has grown into a highly
respected and recognized event with its place in the Canadian
jazz festival scene.



qaRA Neureld with

P Sull

Sara Neufeld is the owner/operator of Ray of Sun Drum
Circles in Medicine Hat. She started facilitating circles in
2009. In 2015, she attended her first Circles of Rhythm
Facilitator Training and it became her vision to share the joy of
drumming with as many people as possible.

During this workshop, participants will learn basic skills, how
to play hand drums by playing rhythm games like around the
world and rumble conductor, as well as practice skills through
call and response, learn specific rhythms, and try a hand at
improvisation jams. Everyone is welcome to come and play
the drums. It is sure to be a lot of fun!

Drums are provided. If you have your own drum, you are
welcome to bring that along.

WorkShop

Tuesday, June 25

Esplanade Front Lawn

(Bring a blanket or lawn chair.
We will have some chairs on hand.)

2:00 PM
FREE

The Saturday afternoon jazz jam is one of the most popular
events at JazzFest for players and audience members alike.
Nothing more completely embodies the traditional nature of
jazz than players getting together and playing just for the fun
of it, trying out their chops, and seeing how they make it in an
authentic live setting.

Whether you're a high-school student or a seasoned veteran,
you are welcome to come out and participate. A rhythm
section will be on hand, and we’re giving you the chance to try
out those tunes you've been working on in the basement!

And who knows, some years we get drop-ins from visiting
JazzFest performers, resulting in some exciting combinations
of visiting and local players having some fun with the music!

Bring your own charts, or play by ear.

Saturday, June 29 2:00 PM
Esplanade Front Lawn FREE
(Bring a blanket or lawn chair.

We will have some chairs on hand.)



Presented by the Medicine Hat Public Library

Inspired by events of his life, this is a wildly entertaining,
impressionistic, no-holds barred portrait of one of 20th
century music’s creative geniuses, Miles Davis, featuring a
career defining performance by Oscar nominee Don Cheadle
in the title role. Working from a script he co-wrote with Steven
Baigelman, Cheadle also makes his directorial debut with this
unconventional biographical drama.

Saturday, June 29 2:00 PM
Medicine Hat Public Library Theatre FREE

Please join us in thanking
the following donors:

\ T S $5000+ $200 - $350
) O O Brent Rinaldi Downtown Eyes Vision Clinic

Joan Emard-Wanner & Robert Wanner
Blaine & Orrie Whitford
Roger & Cheryl Moses

For information and links visit
www.jazzfestivalscanada.ca

"‘_ Jazz Festivals Canada is a member-driven,
jAZZ FESTIVALS not-for-profit national arts service organization.
CANADA

Granting agencies

Funded by the 141 A s J FélaeﬁaatiOH
et | Canad? @ Med%gggg}gg; &5'\ D heATtS




Medicine Hat JazzFest 2024 ‘ Host Hotel for JazzFest 2024
is a presentation of the y resServe your room at
Medicine Hat Jazz Society. M the SPeCial
Rerigeys Conada for MEDICINE HAT festival $1.05 plus tax
free distribution. rate

103-560-3291

scan the QR code
and stay up to Date

with JAZZFeST

1 DownTowN

The Esplanade
401 1st St. SE

Giant Chess Set by the

.. - . M ici
Medicine Hat Public Library 5 vl

414 1st St. SE

Medicine Hat Public Library
414 1st St. SE

Moose and Squirrel Bistro
651 2nd St. SE

Local
579 3rd St. SE
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Poolhouse Cafe & Roastery
550 3rd St. SE

Sammy’s Kitchen and Bar
531 3rd St. SE

\N

Days Inn 6 MT Nest Cafe & Market
24 Strachan Ct. SE #104-266 4 St. SW

Earls Kitchen & Bar
3215 Dunmore Rd. SE

D’Carlo Pasta House
501A 4 Ave. SE

Travois
612 3rd St. SE

o
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2 Super T Aviation 5 The Club House 8 Rustic Kitchen & Bar
Hangar 7 Medicine Hat Airport at Paradise Valley 9257 St. SW
49 Viscount Ave. SW 90 Gehring Rd. SW

Photography/Videography Disclaimer

This event is being photographed, videotaped for display,
distribution, and broadcast, including on television and the
internet. By attending or participating in this event, you are
giving your consent to be photographed/videotaped and
waiving any and all claims regarding the use of your image.



